Complement C4B protein in schizophrenia.
Partial and/or complete deficiency of the complement protein C4 is associated with autoimmune and infectious diseases. Infectious or autoimmune processes may have a role in schizophrenia. Previous reports suggest abnormalities in the complement C4B isotype in schizophrenia and other mental disorders. We assessed C4A and C4B isotypes and serum C4B protein concentration in Armenian schizophrenic patients. Although there was no difference in frequency of C4BQ0, C4B serum protein level was significantly decreased in the schizophrenic patients compared with healthy controls.